
A Global Perspective

Paola Barbarino, CEO

Alzheimer’s Disease International 



40 years of ADI
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World Alzheimer Report 2021



Diagnostic capacity is insufficient



All of the issues in my mind right now



Populations are increasing and aging

Adapted from: The Economist: The world in 2100. Accessible at: 

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2011/05/13/the-world-in-2100
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Costs of care

Care

Middle and right adapted from WHO Global Status Report on the public health response to dementia, 2021



Stigma and awareness



Risk reductionThe hardest “easy win”

Risk Reduction



Diagnostic and post-diagnostic support

Diagnosis and support



World Alzheimer Report 2019

Stigma and awareness



PET-scanner availability in Europe

Adapted from https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Main_Page
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Diagnosis rates are low

Diagnosis and support



Lecanemab approvals

USA China Japan

DMTs



CMS and EMA advocacy

DMTs



Good care remains vital
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Healthcare professionals in Mestre hospital 
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Research

Research for dementia is still behind other fields
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Earlier this year, De Strooper searched the US medical

database PubMed for dementia. He found 250,000 studies. He

then searched for cancer and found 4.7m. Next, he searched

for Covid, a disease that didn’t exist before 2019, and found

300,000 studies. It’s a rough metric, but it suggests that more

research has been done on Covid in the past three years than

on dementia in the past century

“

”
Assessable at: https://www.theguardian.com/society/2022/nov/22/treatment-for-alzheimers-lecanemab-dementia-research



LMICs are largely being excluded
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• Clinical trials sites are rarely found in 
LMICs.

• Of the 149 ongoing trials for 
Alzheimer’s Disease listed on 
https://clinicaltrials.gov, just 6 have 
trial sites in LMICs

Research



Global Dementia Observatory
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From Plan to Impact VII
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Leading Cause of 
Death

WHO Global Health Observatory: Cause-specific mortality, 2019 
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Dementia mortality



40 years of ADI
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40 years of Conference



40 years of Alzheimer’s University
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40 years of awareness raising



40 years of research and reports
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40 years of being friends, advocates, 
loving and caring people



Policy

Global Action Plan on the public health response 
to dementia 2017-2025
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